THE   GREAT   WAR   OF   1914-1918

Continually fed with the poisonous fallacies of
maniacs such as Nietzsche and Treitschke; incited
to international crime by infatuated soldiers such as
Bernhardi and Hartmann; armed to the teeth; and
led by a megalomaniac Emperor eager to emulate
and surpass the achievements of Frederick the Great
and Bismarck, Germany in the early years of the
present century constituted an unprecedented menace
to the peace of the world.

V
The state most directly and immediately menaced,
of course, was France. The Germans in 1871 thought
that they had destroyed her. She made, however,
a most remarkable and rapid recovery from her
devastation and spoliation: in three years she paid
off the huge indemnity and secured the reluctant
departure of the German army of occupation. The
Germans were disgusted, and openly blamed their
leaders, who had in making peace been c misled by
weak humanitarianism'! In 1875, indeed, Moltke
demanded another war in order to finish France off,
and Bismarck agreed to engineer a pretext. Neither
Great Britain nor Russia, however, was willing to
see France utterly extinguished. Queen Victoria
wrote urgently to her aged and innocent relative,
William I, imploring him to restrain his fire-eaters.
The Tsar Alexander n paid a special visit to Berlin to
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